
Personal Vehicle Policy 
Sunrise Beach Volunteer Fire Department – Revised April 2022 

Purpose 
In any incident or other situation in which we are involved, the primary responsibility of the Sunrise 
Beach Volunteer Fire Department is to protect public safety and the safety of our volunteers. Secondary 
to safety concerns is the need to ensure that sufficient personnel respond to the appropriate station(s) 
to properly staff and operate any emergency vehicles that may be needed. Further, the Board of 
Directors is obliged to mitigate risk and potential liability to the organization as a whole. This Personal 
Vehicle Policy is intended to provide rules that further these goals. 

Definition 
In this context, a “personal vehicle” is any conveyance not owned by the Sunrise Beach Volunteer Fire 
Department or another public safety agency, or which is not properly and legally designated and 
outfitted as an emergency vehicle. 

Policy 
It shall be the stated policy of the Sunrise Beach Volunteer Fire Department that volunteers are to use 
personal vehicles only for the purpose of reporting to a station or to a rendezvous point which has been 
established by Incident Command or Standard Operating Guidelines. 

Exceptions 
Specific exceptions to the Policy are listed here and will be reviewed and amended by the Board of 
Directors from time to time as necessary. THESE ARE THE ONLY EXCEPTIONS. 

Routine Errands 
If the owner is willing, personal vehicles may be used for routine transportation of supplies and 
people, or to perform other non-emergency tasks in support of day-to-day VFD operations. 

Medical Calls 
Personal vehicles may be used to report directly to a residence or place of business in response 
to an emergency medical call. This does not include medical calls involving vehicles on the 
roadside, except as may be allowed elsewhere in this document. 

Vehicular Incidents 
Personal vehicles may be used to report to incidents in or involving motor vehicles only within 
the city limits of Sunrise Beach Village, the property known as the LO ranch, and as far as the 
Village Co-Op building at 3836 Ranch Road 2233. 

Passing a Scene 
If a volunteer in a personal vehicle encounters an incident, either during their normal activities 
or while enroute to a station or rendezvous point, they are expected to stop and render 



appropriate aid to victims and notify Emergency Services immediately. The volunteer(s) should 
report to any established Incident Command on scene and follow their instructions.  

Command Request 
At any active incident at which proper Incident Command has been established and an 
emergency vehicle is present, Command may request that additional manpower, supplies, etc. 
be brought to the scene by personal vehicle. This should be done in compliance with any and all 
Standard Operating Guidelines and Procedures, and only in cases where an emergency vehicle is 
unavailable or unsuitable to be used instead. 

Operations 
When used to respond or perform any other tasks in support of VFD operations, personal vehicles are 
never to be considered emergency vehicles.  Drivers will be responsible for their own actions, and shall 
obey all traffic laws and speed limits. Seat belts are to be worn by all occupants at all times that the 
vehicle is in motion. 

If a personal vehicle is deployed to an active incident under any of the Exceptions described above, it 
should be parked clear of any travel lanes and other routes that emergency vehicles or the public may 
need to use. 

Violations 
Any violation of this Policy is subject to disciplinary action as described in the Bylaws of the Sunrise 
Beach Volunteer Fire Department, up to and including expulsion from the organization. 
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